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Executive Summary

▪ 2020 has brought the entire World many unexpected surprises and 
business challenges.

▪ For Leaders that are resourceful, Technologies such as the 
Internet, distributed & decentralized computing, and Blockchain 
offer great hope for the future.

▪ This presentation will discuss these technologies at a high level and 
show why they should be considered to help organizations 
perform the Digital Transformations that will help them embrace 
the challenges of the “New Normal” that we have all come to 
expect in 2020 and beyond.
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Introduction

▪ This presentation will discuss at a high level
• The World in 2020

• Information Warfare

• The Internet

• Blockchain Technology

• Cybersecurity

• Types of Blockchains

• Why Blockchain Solves Problems

• Is There Hope?

• Conclusion

• Useful Reosurces
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Why?

Understand Why

5
For more information about Start with WHY, please view Simon Sinek’s legendary 

presentation: ttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qp0HIF3SfI4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qp0HIF3SfI4
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The World in 2020

Remember that ancient Chinese Curse, “May You Live in Interesting Times.”?

1. CoronaVirus

2. Global Pandemic

3. Economic Uncertainty

4. Layoffs

5. Civil Unrest & Riots

6. Lockdowns

7. Social Distancing 

8. Teleworking

9. Masks

10. Contact Tracing

11. Fear Everywhere 7
(For maximum effect: Play

I Am Everyday People by

Sly and the Family Stone.) 

AMERICAN HUMOR ALERT
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CoronaVirus Heatmap – Johns Hopkins University – January 26, 2020
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CoronaVirus Heatmap – Johns Hopkins University - June 29, 2020
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Information Warfare

The use and management of information in pursuit of an 
advantage over an opponent, such as propaganda, 
disinformation, and gathering assurances that one's own 
information is accurate.

n. the use of information or information technology 
during a time of crisis or conflict to achieve or promote 
specific objectives over a specific adversary or adversaries

Source:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information_warfare

13

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information_warfare


Proprietary and Confidential – Accretive Solutions, Inc.

Source: CB Insights. (2018) Memes That Kill Kill: The Future of Information Warfare. Retrieved 

on May 10, 2018 from https://app.cbinsights.com/research/future-of-information-warfare/. 14
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Source: CB Insights. (2018) Memes That Kill Kill: The Future of Information Warfare. Retrieved 

on May 10, 2018 from https://app.cbinsights.com/research/future-of-information-warfare/. 15
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Source: CB Insights. (2018) Memes That Kill Kill: The Future of Information Warfare. Retrieved 

on May 10, 2018 from https://app.cbinsights.com/research/future-of-information-warfare/. 16



Proprietary and Confidential – Accretive Solutions, Inc.

Source: CB Insights. (2018) Memes That Kill Kill: The Future of Information Warfare. Retrieved 

on May 10, 2018 from https://app.cbinsights.com/research/future-of-information-warfare/. 17
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Source: CB Insights. (2018) Memes That Kill Kill: The Future of Information Warfare. Retrieved 

on May 10, 2018 from https://app.cbinsights.com/research/future-of-information-warfare/. 18
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A Brief History of The Internet
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A Brief History of the Internet

➢Telegraph

➢Public Switched Telephone Network

➢ARPANET

➢The Internet

➢The World Wide Web

➢The Human Internet 
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A Brief History of the Internet
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What Happens on The Internet?
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A Brief History of Blockchain
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What Is Blockchain?

• Distributed Ledger
• Decentralized
• Popularized by Satoshi Nakamoto (Bitcoin inventor)
• Uses Public-Key Cryptography and Hashing
• Append-only Transactions
• The Open Source Code already exists in Github

(Bitcoin and Ethereum)
• Immutable (cannot delete blocks or change data in 

blocks)
• Driven by consensus protocol(s)

• Proof of Work
• Proof of Stake
• Etc.

• The world’s largest Blockchain Database is the Bitcoin 
Blockchain Database, with about 200 GB (it doesn’t 
scale very well)
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What Is Blockchain?

• From Blockchain Consensus Protocol 
Guide:

• A blockchain is a decentralized peer-to-peer 
system with no central authority figure. 

• While this creates a system that is devoid of 
corruption from a single source, it still 
create a major problems:

• How are any decisions made?
• How does anything get done?
• Think of a normal centralized organization.

• All the decisions are taken by the leader or 
a board of decision makers. This isn’t 
possible in a blockchain because a 
blockchain has no “leader”. For the 
blockchain to make decisions, they need to 
come to a consensus using “consensus 
mechanisms”.
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Technologies  Events that Led to the 
Creation of Bitcoin & Blockchain

• Cryptography

• Transistors

• Digital Computers

• Databases

• Silicon Chips

• Programming

• Applied Cryptography

• Computer Networks

• Transaction Processing

• TCP/ IP and The Internet

• The World Wide Web

• Evolution of Security and Privacy Thought

• Digital signatures

• Time-stamped documents

• Smart Contracts

• Byzantine Fault Tolerance

• The Great 2008 Economic Recession
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A Brief History of Blockchain

42
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What Is Cybersecurity?

▪Most people will tell you that a system or 
computer network is “secure” if you have 
control over:

• Confidentiality

• Integrity

• Availability
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What Is Cybersecurity, Really?
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What Is Cybersecurity, Really?
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Possession

Authenticity

Utility
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What Is Cybersecurity, Really?

34

Possession

Authenticity

Utility

Donn B. Parker
Godfather of Cybersecurity

Blockchain 

helps 

provide 

all six facets 

of the 

Parkerian

Hexad. 
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More About Blockchain



Proprietary and Confidential – Accretive Solutions, Inc.

Why Does Blockchain Solve Issues Related 
to Misinformation?

Secure Access

Immutable Records

Undeletable Records

Peer-to-Peer

Distributed Ledger
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What Does a Blockchain Solution Look Like?
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Types of Blockchains

Bitcoin vs. Ethereum vs. Hyperledger (Linux and IBM)  and 
now many others

Public vs. Private

Permissioned (private)  vs. Permissionless
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Types of Blockchains

Bitcoin vs. Ethereum
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Types of Blockchains

Bitcoin, Ethereum, & Hyperledger
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Types of Blockchains

Ethereum, Hyperledger, and Cordia
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Types of Blockchains

Public vs. Private
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Types of Blockchains

Important Blockchain Architecture Decision
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Blockchain Use Cases &

Use Case Evolution
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Blockchain Use Cases
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Blockchain Use Cases
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Blockchain Use Cases
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Blockchain Use Case Evolution
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Blockchain Use Case Considerations
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Mary Meeker Says “YES”

➢ Investor Mary Meeker says Covid-19 crisis is separating 
businesses with strong online strategies from laggards

➢ Mary Meeker, who is known for her lengthy annual “Internet 
Trends” report, sent a letter to her firm’s investors detailing 
observations from the Covid-19 crisis.

➢ Among them: The businesses who were already well along the 
offline-to-online transition are faring best. 
➢ https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/17/mary-meeker-covid-19-report-

online-businesses-beating-laggards.html

➢ https://www.axios.com/mary-meeker-coronavirus-trends-report-
0690fc96-294f-47e6-9c57-573f829a6d7c.html

➢ Why it matters: Bond's best-known partner, Mary Meeker, is a 
former bank analyst renowned for her annual Internet Trends 
Report, which many investors and entrepreneurs use as a 
touchstone for where tech is now and where it's going. This 28-
page report to Bond's limited partners, obtained by Axios, 
shares some structural similarities.

53

Mary Meeker

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/17/mary-meeker-covid-19-report-online-businesses-beating-laggards.html
https://www.axios.com/mary-meeker-coronavirus-trends-report-0690fc96-294f-47e6-9c57-573f829a6d7c.html
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Mary Meeker Says “YES”

➢ Some takeaways:

❑ "Covid-19 has upended our modern lives in ways 
we’re just starting to understand."

❑ Prior epic viruses have permanently changed the 
world, but coronavirus may prove less impactful 
because of our information-sharing and scientific 
technologies.

❑ Scientists and other domain experts are getting "more 
seats at the table."

❑ Digital transformation is accelerating, due to so many 
people working from home. New work-life balances 
are also being struck.

❑ This may become the "call to arms" to better marry 
technology with healthcare, in terms of everything 
from telehealth to rapid point-of-care diagnostics, to 
applying automation and AI to health care services.

❑ "We are optimists and believe there is hope on the 
other side of despair.... We need government, 
business and entrepreneurial intervention at scale 
(deployed logically and effectively) to get to the other 
side." 54

Mary Meeker
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Conclusion

▪ We covered:
• The World in 

2020

• Information 
Warfare

• The Internet

• Blockchain 
Technology

• Cybersecurity

• Types of 
Blockchains

• Why Blockchain 
solves problems

• Is There Hope? 4256
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Leadership in Digital

Uncertainty: 

New Strategy to Cope 

with the New Normal

Questions  &  Answers

Thank You!
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Parting Thoughts:
As an ISOC Member Since 1998…
I Support Cameroon & Internet 
Freedom
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Parting Thoughts:
Like Records on a Blockchain, 
let our Love, Support, & 
Friendship Be Immutable and 
Enduring



William Favre Slater, III

William Favre Slater, III

➢ President / CEO / CISO of 
Slater Tecchnologies, Inc

➢ 312-758-0307

➢ slater@billslater.com 

➢ williamslater@gmail.com

➢ http://billslater.com/interview

➢ 1515 W. Haddon Ave., Unit 309
Chicago, IL  60642
United States of America
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Resources – Free Daily Newspaper on 
Blockchain

63More information: https://paper.li/billslater/1530793250#/

https://paper.li/billslater/1530793250#/
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Resources – Best Blockchain Books

• Mastering Ethereum
– by Andreas M. Antonopoulos and Dr. Gavin Wood

• Blockchain Applications: A Hands-On Approach 
– by Arshdeep Bahga and Vijay Madisetti

• Building Ethereum DApps
– By Roberto Infante

• Truffle Quick Start Guide
– by Nikhil Bhaskar

• Mastering Blockchain - Second Edition
– by Imran Bashir

• Introducing Ethereum and Solidity: Foundations of Cryptocurrency and Blockchain Programming for Beginners
– By Chris Dannen

• Ethereum, Tokens & Smart Contracts: Notes on getting started
– by Eugenio Noyola

• Blockchain Enabled Applications: Understand the Blockchain Ecosystem and How to Make it Work for You
– by Vikram Dhillon, David Metcalf, Max Hooper

• Foundations of Blockchain
– By Koshik Raj

• The Book of Satoshi: The Collected Writings od Bitcoin Creator Satoshi Nakamoto
– By Phil Champagne
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Resources – For a Cynical & Humorous View 
of Blockchain
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Resources – 12 Free Blockchain Resources

66

1. William Slater’s Blockchain Resource Page http://billslater.com/blockchain
2. Factom University http://www.factom.com/university
3. Ethereum 101 http://www.ethereum101.org
4. Build on Ripple http://ripple.com/build
5. Programmable money by Ripple https://goo.gl/g8vFPL
6. DigiKnow https://youtu.be/scr68zFddso
7. Blockchain University http://blockchainu.co
8. Bitcoin Core https://bitcoin.org
9. Blockchain Alliance http://www.blockchainalliance.org
10. Multichain Blog http://www.mutichain,com/blog
11. HiveMind http://bitcoinhivemind.com
12. Chicago Blockchain Project http://chicagoblockchainproject.com/
13. Chicago Bitcoin and Open Blockchain Meetup Group

https://www.meetup.com/Bitcoin-Open-Blockchain-Community-Chicago/

http://billslater.com/blockchain
http://www.factom.com/university
http://www.ethereum101.org/
http://ripple.com/build
https://goo.gl/g8vFPL
https://youtu.be/scr68zFddso
http://blockchainu.co/
https://bitcoin.org/
http://www.blockchainalliance.org/
http://www.mutichain,com/blog
http://bitcoinhivemind.com/
http://chicagoblockchainproject.com/
https://www.meetup.com/Bitcoin-Open-Blockchain-Community-Chicago/
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Resources – Rules Never to Break The 
Blockchain

1. Don’t use Cryptocurrency or Blockchain to Skirt the Law

2. Keep your contracts as simple as possible

3. Publish with great caution

4. Back Up, Back Up, Back Up Your Private Keys

5. Triple-check the Address Before Sending Currency

6. Take Care When Using Exchanges

7. Beware of Wi-Fi

8. Identify Your Blockchain Dev

9. Don’t Get Suckered

10. Don’t Trade Tokens Unless You Know What You’re Doing

67
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Resources – Rules Never to Break The 
Blockchain

1. Don’t use Cryptocurrency or Blockchain to Skirt the Law
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Resources – Free Blockchain Projects

• The R3 Consortium http://www.r3cev.com

• T ZERO: Overstocking the Stock Market http://www.overstock.com

• Blockstream’s Distributed Systems http://www.blockstream.com

• OpenBazaar’s Blockchain http://www.openbazaar.com

• Code Valley: Find Your Coder http://www.codevalley.com

• Bitfury’s Digital Assets http://www.bitfury.com

• Any Coin Can Shapeshift http://www.shapeshift.io

• Machine-Payable Apps on 21 http://www.21.co

• Anonymous Transactions on Dash http://www.dash.org

• ConsenSys: Decentralized Applications: http://www.consensys.net
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Resources

▪ Antonopoulos, A. M. (2018). Mastering Bitcoin: Programming the Open Blockchain, second edition. Sebastopol, CA: 
O’Reilly Media, Inc.

▪ Antonopoulos, A. M. and Wood, G.  (2019). Mastering Ethereum: Building Smart Contract sand DApps. Sebastopol, 
CA: O’Reilly Media, Inc.

▪ Axios. (2020). May Meeker’s COVID-19 Trends Report.  Retrieved from https://www.axios.com/mary-meeker-
coronavirus-trends-report-0690fc96-294f-47e6-9c57-573f829a6d7c.html on June 27, 2020. 

▪ Bahga, A. and Madisetti, V. (2017).  Blockchain Applications: A Hands-On Approach. Published by Arshdeep Bahga
and Vijay Madisetti. www.blockchain-book.com .

▪ Bambara, J. J. and Allen P. R. (2018). Blockchain: A Practical Guide to Developing Business, Law, and Technology 
Solutions. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill Education.

▪ Bashir, I. (2018). Mastering Blockchain, second edition. Birmingham, UK: Packt Publishing Ltd.  

▪ Bitcoin.org. (2014).  Bitcoin.org FAQs. Retrieved from https://bitcoin.org/en/faq on April 10, 2014.

▪ Blockchain Training Alliance. (2019). Global Blockchain Terms, version 2.0.  Retrieved from 
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/2137/1081/files/BTA_Global_Blockchain_Terms.pdf?2499 on August 14, 2019

▪ Casey, M. J. and Vigna, P. (2018). The Truth Machine: The Blockchain Reference and the Future of Everything. New 
York, NY: St. Martin’s Press.
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by E53 Publishing, LLC. 70
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Roadmap to "Blockchain" Your IT Organization: How to Help Your IT Staff Go from 

Square One to Competence & Dominance in Blockchain Technologies
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Best Practice – Using Templates and 

Patterns for Blockchain Distributed 

Application Development
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Source: Blockchain Applications: A Hands-on Approach by Arsheep Bahga and Vijay Madisetti 

Identify the entities involved, their roles and types of interactions 

between them (e.g. contract owner, users, devices)

Analysis

Design

Implementation

Model the entity attributes as state variables and interactions 

between them as functions.  Also capture the dependencies and 

constraints

Implement the contracts (including state variables, functions, 

modifier and events) in a higher-level languages such as Solidity 

For Dapp, also implement the front-end (HTML and CSS) and 

backend (Javascript).
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Source: Blockchain Applications: A Hands-on Approach by Arsheep Bahga and Vijay Madisetti 

(Example Business Case: 

Crowdfunding Application)

Transaction: Create 

Contract

· uint deadline

· uint goal
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Transaction: 
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Transaction: fund ()

· value

EOAs

Create

contract

Check if 
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reached

Creates 

and

 owns

Fund 

campaign

EOAs

send

transactions

Contract Crowdfunding

State Variables

Functions

Modifiers

Events

· Crowdfunding(uint_deadline, uint_goal)

· checkGoalReached ()

· fund()

· destroy()

· struct Backer {address addr; uint amount;}

· address public owner;

· uint public backers;

· uint public deadline;

· string public campaignStatus;

· bool ended;

· uint public goal;

· uint public amountRaised;

· mapping (uint => Backer) backers;

· Deposit (address_from,uint_amount)

· Refund (address_to,uint_amount)

· onlyOwner()
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Source: Blockchain Applications: A Hands-on Approach by Arsheep Bahga and Vijay Madisetti 

Blockchain Application Templates

Contract owner
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and
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Contract

State Variables

Functions

Modifiers

Events

Many-to-One

Calls and 

Transactions

Externally Owned 
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Account Address
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Some Current Examples

· Crowdfunding

· Event Registration

· Voting

· Name Registration
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Source: Blockchain Applications: A Hands-on Approach by Arsheep Bahga and Vijay Madisetti 

Contract owner

Users
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Calls and 
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Contract

State Variables
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Externally Owned 

Account (EOA)

Some Current Examples

· Solar charging stations

· Smart switch

Blockchain Application Templates
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IoT Device
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Source: Blockchain Applications: A Hands-on Approach by Arsheep Bahga and Vijay Madisetti 

Users

Some Current Examples

· Product sales

· Stock photos

· Document verification

Blockchain Application Templates

Many-to-One for Financial Applications 
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Source: Blockchain Applications: A Hands-on Approach by Arsheep Bahga and Vijay Madisetti 

Party A

Some Current Examples

· Call option

· Interest rate swap

Blockchain Application Templates
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• Condition-Effects-Interaction

• Withdrawal

• Access Restriction

• Mortal

• Automatic Expiration

• Rejector

• Circuit Breaker

• Allow Once Per Account

84
Source: Blockchain Applications: A Hands-on Approach by Arsheep Bahga and Vijay Madisetti 


